
                  
   

   

 

 
National Standard Practice Manual 

Additional State Application Examples in Jurisdictions 

State DER Type Description 

AR EE 
The AR PSC directed the Parties Working Collaboratively (PWC) to consider the NSPM guidance to inform its next 
three-year cycle for utility energy efficiency plans. In its Docket 13-002-U Order No. 48 and Docket 10-100-R Order 
No. 31 the commission accepted the NSPM Case Study and supporting appendices and rules (2018). 

CO All DERs 
As part of Docket 2OR-0516E requiring utilities to develop distribution system plans and evaluate non-wires 
alternatives, the CO PUC directed Xcel to apply the NSPM principles to develop a BCA methodology as part of the 
utility’s competitive procurement processes (2022). 

CT EE 

CT DEEP’s determination approving the utilities’ 2022-24 energy efficiency plan set forth a new Connecticut 
Efficiency Test (CTET). DEEP reviewed and reevaluated the primary test used to assess the Conservation and Load 
Management (CL&M) programs using the NSPM BCA framework to ensure consistency and integrity in the state’s 
CL&M programs.  

HI All DERs 
With regard to its DER policies, in Docket No. 2019-0323, the HI PUC required in Order No. 39335 that the utilities 
use the NSPM framework when modeling DER avoided costs and value streams in their BCA (2023). 

ME DG 
The ME Governor’s Energy Office commissioned consultants to develop a Final Report analyzing the cost-
effectiveness of distributed generation in Maine. As part of this process, technical workshops using the NSPM 
framework were held to develop a Maine Test (Appendix A3 of the Final Report) (2022-23). 

MD All DERs 

MD PSC opened Case No. 9674 to develop a Unified BCA (UBCA) for all DERs and convened a Unified BCA 
workgroup in 2022 to develop a new BCA test using the NSPM. From the process, the PSC adopted a UBCA test, 
and also the recommendation to hold a Phase II process for identifying methodologies for accounting for DER 
impacts (2025-2026). A Phase II UBCA report on methods for quantifying impacts was filed with the Commission 
in July 2026. 

MI All DERs 

MI PSC directed utilities to develop a BCA for DER pilots using the NSPM. Utilities submitted this proposed BCA 
using the NSPM on which intervenors commented on, followed by a Commission decision to adopt a new BCA 
test (2022-23). In 2025, the MI PSC staff facilitated a BCA Tool Collaborative process with NESP support to 
develop methodologies for quantifying impacts via OpenBCA.  

MN EE 
The MN Dept of Commerce convened a stakeholder group to apply the NSPM to update benefit-cost analysis 
(BCA) practice for its EE programs, which led to adoption of a MN Cost Test (2022-23). 

 

 

https://apps.apsc.arkansas.gov/olsv2/docket_search_results.asp?CaseNumber=13-002-U
https://apps.apsc.arkansas.gov/olsv2/docket_search_results.asp?CaseNumber=10-100-R
https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.Show_Docket?p_session_id=&p_docket_id=20R-0516E
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQriGZ0d67mCj7Z3yHJNMXU45nwrMQ8m/view
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/ConserLoadMgmt/Attachment-B---Cost-Effectiveness-Testing-Update.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/ConserLoadMgmt/Attachment-B---Cost-Effectiveness-Testing-Update.pdf
https://hpuc.my.site.com/cdms/s/puc-case/a2G8z0000007fBFEAY/pc20950
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/9388
https://www.nationalenergyscreeningproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Commission-Notice-of-Docket-9674.pdf
https://mi-psc.my.site.com/sfc/servlet.shepherd/version/download/0688y000006b4QyAAI
https://mi-psc.my.site.com/sfc/servlet.shepherd/version/download/0688y000006b4QyAAI
https://mi-psc.my.site.com/s/filing/a008y000003yIskAAE/u208980040
https://naseo.org/nesp/openbca-tool
https://lpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/20233-194403-01.pdf


                  
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

State DER Type Description 

NH EE 
The NH PUC retained a consultant to facilitate a stakeholder process using the NSPM framework for energy 
efficiency programs, which led to the development of a Granite State Test that the PUC adopted in Order 26,322. 
The utilities apply the Granite State Test to develop their Statewide Energy Efficiency Plan (2019). 

PR EE 
The PR Energy Bureau directed stakeholders to use the NSPM to develop a Puerto Rico Benefit Cost Test for 
demand response and energy efficiency programs, which was then adopted in Case NEPR-MI-2021-0009 (2021). 

RI All DERs 

The RI PUC opened Docket 4600 to develop a cost-effectiveness framework that could be applied consistently 
across different types of resources and programs. In 2017, a Stakeholder Working Group used the NSPM BCA 
principles to develop a Rhode Island Test, which was approved by the Commission, and is reflected in the state’s 
Least Cost Procurement Standards (2016-17). 

WA All DERs 

The WA UTC opened Docket UE-210804 to develop a BCA test for all DERs using the NSPM. A stakeholder process 
was held in 2022 that informed an initial BCA proposal; however, the docket is on hold as the UTC considers 
expanding the scope from electric to gas utilities. In Docket U-240281, the Commission is establishing by rule a 
cost test for emissions reduction measures achieved by large combination utilities, which must be used for the 
purpose of determining the lowest reasonable cost of decarbonization and electrification measures in integrated 
system plans, at the portfolio level, and for any other purpose determined by the Commission rule. General Order 
R-609 Adopting Rules Permanently was issued in September 2025, and Order 01 Granting Clarification in Part was 
issued in June 2026.   

WA 
DC 

All DERs 

In late 2023 the WA DC PSC issued Order No. 21938, in Docket GD-2019-04-M, adopting a new BCA test. The test 
was developed in 2021 using the NSPM to comply with the 2019 Clean Energy DC Omnibus Act. Outside 
consultants, in coordination with Commission Staff, produced a draft BCA Model Guidebook in early 2025 
followed by a draft BCA Model for stakeholder comment. In April 2026, the Commission issued Order No. 22823, 
adopting a revised BCA Model – Part A, addressed stakeholder feedback and procedural motions, and directed 
staff to clarify the underlying framework using the NSPM before implementation. 

 

https://naseo.org/Data/Sites/1/media/documents/topics/26-322.pdf
https://www.puc.nh.gov/VirtualFileRoom/Docket.aspx?DocketNumber=DE%2017-136
https://energia.pr.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2022/08/20220812-MI20210009-Resolution-and-Order.pdf
https://ripuc.ri.gov/eventsactions/docket/4600page.html
http://rieermc.ri.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/04_2024-annual-plan_attachment-4_ri-test_9.7.2023.pdf
https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/eventsactions/docket/4600-NGrid-Ord22851_7-31-17.pdf
https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/eventsactions/docket/5015_LCP_Standards_05_28_2020_8.21.2020-Clean-Copy-FINAL.pdf
https://www.utc.wa.gov/casedocket/2021/210804/docsets
https://www.utc.wa.gov/casedocket/2024/240281
https://edocket.dcpsc.org/public/search/casenumber/gd-2019-04
https://edocket.dcpsc.org/apis/api/Filing/download?attachId=217857&guidFileName=fd88cc28-340f-4391-bb29-9d6acdc708ba.pdf
https://edocket.dcpsc.org/apis/api/Filing/download?attachId=218484&guidFileName=6f34844d-b7b8-48e7-a3c7-d3061a6be714.pdf

